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	For immediate release

UK Housing Squeeze Drives Continued Growth In Self Storage Sector



· [bookmark: _Hlk82005360][bookmark: _Hlk98792970]More than a quarter of users (27%) need extra storage because there is not enough room at home 
· Domestic customers now make up three‑quarters of all self storage users
· UK self storage industry turnover reached a record £1.3 billion in 2025
· Total UK self storage space reaches 67.5 million sq ft

LONDON, 29 April 2026 – Ongoing pressure on the UK housing market continues to fuel strong demand for self storage, with more than a quarter of customers (27%) saying they use storage because they do not have enough room at home, while domestic customers now account for three‑quarters of all self storage users.

This sustained demand helped push the UK self storage industry to nearly £1.3 billion in turnover in 2025, reinforcing its position as one of the fastest‑growing commercial real estate sectors in the UK.

Total self storage space nationwide now comprises 3,143 sites, reaching 67.5 million square feet, reflecting continued consumer demand alongside ongoing operator investment.

According to the latest annual industry report from Cushman & Wakefield and the Self Storage Association UK (SSA UK), domestic demand for self storage has now tipped beyond the three‑quarter threshold, with 76% of total usage coming from household customers. The domestic‑to‑business split now stands at 76% and 24% respectively. 

Demand from households continues to be driven by everyday space pressures alongside major life transitions. Lack of room at home remains the most cited reason for using self storage (27%), followed by moving house (22%) and other significant life events.

The report also highlights a demographic shift, with customers aged 55–64 now the largest user group, accounting for 31% of all self storage customers — a trend expected to influence how the sector designs and markets its offer in the years ahead.

Simon Forrester, CEO, Self Storage Association UK, said: “The sector’s continued growth reflects a clear shift in consumer behaviour. As homes get smaller and lifestyles more flexible, more people simply don’t have the space they need. Self storage is helping households adapt — from freeing up spare rooms to rent out, to creating space for home working or everyday living. What was once seen as niche is now a practical, affordable way for people to gain extra space without moving home.”

With household demand driving growth, the way people use storage is changing. Container storage expanded rapidly in 2025, accounting for 40% of new openings, up from 29% in 2024, reflecting rising demand for flexible solutions to manage household overflow.

Investors are increasingly considering container and external storage as part of their investment strategy, due to the low input costs, strong margins and limited fixed assets. Although rents are typically lower than traditional self storage, rapidly improving quality is supporting stronger pricing and reflects new, complementary supply rather than replacement stock. With a growing share of new openings and more readily available lending, the segment is becoming an increasingly investable part of the market.

Steffan Morgan, Partner, Self Storage, Cushman & Wakefield, said: “From an investment perspective, the market is increasingly focussed on development‑led growth rather than portfolio consolidation, which has been more difficult to transact over the past year. While sector turnover continued to rise in 2025 on the back of strong underlying demand and operational performance, transaction volumes were lower due to geopolitical uncertainty, financing pressures and development delays. Investor appetite remains strong, however, and as conditions stabilise, we expect transactional activity to increase in 2026, with new store development continuing to be the preferred route into the sector.” 


-ENDS-
About Cushman & Wakefield
Cushman & Wakefield (NYSE: CWK) is a leading global commercial real estate services firm for occupiers and investors with approximately 53,000 employees in over 350 offices and nearly 60 countries. In 2025, the firm reported revenue of $10.3 billion across its core service lines of Services, Leasing, Capital markets, and Valuation and other. Built around the belief that Better never settles, the firm receives numerous industry and business accolades for its award-winning culture. For additional information, visit www.cushmanwakefield.com
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